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Information about your Society 
 

The object of the RGSSA is to promote the understanding of geography among 

its members and the community by:  
 

* advancing geographical science  

* describing the present  

* discovering the past  

* promoting the future  
 

Some of its activities include:  

* day and weekend excursions  

* monthly talks on geographical topics  

* publication of an annual Journal and bi-monthly newsletter  

* other occasions publications including SA regional guide books  
 

Members should be aware that from time to time the Mortlock Wing may be 

hired out for functions and as such is closed to the public.  
 

This does not deny RGSSA members access to their Library or Office  
 

Members need only to approach security staff stipulating they are RGSSA 

members requiring access to their rooms.  
 

Library hours  

Tuesday to Friday -10.00am to 1.00pm, other times by prior arrangement. 

Most Library items are catalogued at:  

http://rgssa.slimlib.com.au:81/ 

or through Libraries Australia http://trove.nla.gov.au/ 

Office hours  

Tuesday and Thursday of each week from 10.00am to 1.00pm  
 

Deadline for the August/September issue of GeoNews is 8 August 2017. 

Editorôs email address for contributions is: noelwr@internode.on.net  

 

It would be helpful if any items for publication were submitted in text in 

óTimes New Roman 16 Fontô and images as JPG 640 x 480. 

 

Front Cover:  His Excellency the Honourable Hieu Van Le AC, Governor of South 

Australia and Mrs Le with this year’s John Lewis Award winners 

 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/
mailto:noelwr@internode.on.net
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Royal Geographical Society of South Australia Inc. 

Founded 1885 

Mortlock Wing, Level 2 south, State Library of South Australia North Terrace, Adelaide, 

SA 5000 

Postal Address : PO Box 3661, Rundle Mall, Adelaide , SA 5000 

Office: (08) 82077265 Email admin@rgssa,org.au  

Library: (08) 82077266 Email library@rgssa.org.au 

                           Office  Hours : Tuesday and Thursday 10:00am to 1:00pm 

                           Library Hours Tuesday to Friday 10:00am to 1:00pm 

                           RGSSA web address: http://www.rgssa.org.au 

Patron:   His Excellency the Honourable Hieu Van Le AC, Governor of South Australia 

Fellows:    Dr Sue Barker & Brian Ward  

 
  Office Holders from January 2017 

President:   Rod Shearing OAM 

Vice Presidents:  Huw Morgan, Dr Noel Richards 

Treasurer :  Dick Wilson  

Secretary:  Paul Hayes  

 Council Members: Wally Armitage, James Cameron, Bob Clisby, Tom Doman, Frances Gnodtke, 

Maurice Keain, ,John Seaton, Julia Short, Dr Md Aboul Younus 

Committees/Chair(s):  

Library Staff/Committee :        David Wald (Chairman), Wynton Heading, Maurice Keain, Geoff Lemmey, Liz 

Raeside, Sandra Thompson, Phyl Twigg, Nona Verco, Alan Wallace, Gail Ward, 

George Willanski 

Rare Book Discussion Group: Dr Jill Kerby (Convenor), assisted by Sally Hanley. 

Conservation: Chris Durrant, Rae Ogilvie, Frances Gnodtke 

Administration :   President Rod Shearing 

Marketing :    Jane Upton, Janet Forbes and Rick Flint 

Program:    Janet Forbes 

Publications:    Huw Morgan 

Research & Awards:   Vacant 

Office Manager:   Margaret Duggan 

Others Programs 

Web Page Design and Maintenance:  Greg Lawson assisted by Graham McLeod 

GeoNews Editor :    Dr Noel Richards 

SA Geographical Journal Editor:  Dr Melissa Nursey-Bray 

Meeting Hospitality:                              Wendy Wallace, June Hanley, Sally Hanley  

Geography Teachersô Liaison:  John Butler OAM, Wally Armitage, Carolyn Franklin, James Cameron 

Office and other Administration:  Edwin Mann (records) extra assistance from Sally Hanley. 

 

 

 

mailto:admin@rgssa,org.au
mailto:library@rgssa.org.au
http://www.rgssa.org.au/
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From the President  

We have a new Council from the 20th April.  Although all office holder 

positions are now filled, we still have a casual vacancy on Council for any 

member who may like to step up and help shape the Society’s future.  Two new 

Councillors for 2017 were elected, as well as Councillors Tom Doman, Maurice 

Keain and Bob Clisby re-elected.  A full list of all office holders and key 

committee memberships and other volunteers is at the front of this issue. 

We are pleased to welcome Wally Armitage, retired, past President of the 

Independent Primary School Heads of South Australia and former Vice 

President of the South Australian Primary Principals Association.  Wally served 

on the Society's Council several years ago and has decided to step up and help 

some more.  Wally brings experience as an educational leader with specialities 

in curriculum design, development and implementation, strategic planning, 

marketing, teacher training and mentoring, and experience with the development 

of public relations.  

We also welcome James Cameron.  James was a Lewis prize winner in 2015. 

James will complement on Council Julia Short, another Lewis Prize winner in 

2014.  James holds a Bachelor of Applied Geographical Information Systems 

(BAGIS) and has skills in GIS software such as ArcMap and ERDAS 

IMAGINE.  He is currently undertaking a Master in Education at Tabor College 

Adelaide.  This will enable him to pursue a career in teaching both Geography 

and History.  James has a basic understanding from both a theoretical and 

practical perspective of how the Australian Curriculum can be realised within 

the classroom and school setting. 

Melissa Gibbs, our new Secretary, brings the skills of wide administrative 

experiences from her work role as Governance and Portfolio Reporting Officer 

Technology Services, University of Adelaide.  Melissa was an office holder and 

subcommittee convenor with the Society about 25 years ago, and we are pleased 

that she has stepped up to work again with the Council. 

Dick Wilson our Treasurer has again renominated and looks forward to 

eventually having an understudy so that we have a succession plan in hand for 

our future. 

Dr Noel Richards, a Lewis prize winner in 1999, 2000 and 2009, has stepped up 

from Councillor to Vice President. 

The foresight of the membership in setting up the now Lewis Scholarship fund 

in 1947 is paying dividends for the Society's governance. 

Members of the Publications Committee are continuing work on the free App 

that will enable community members with smart phones to download the walks 
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of our State's iconic Flinders Ranges tourism region.  The benefits will be two-

fold, the App will promote the Society's operations and add value to the region 

for tourism operators and local communities. 

Our webmaster has an interactive face book program in operation to bring to the 

attention of face book users the resources the Society has for the promotion of 

geographical history of the continent. 

Strategically we are slowly moving towards a couple of our new objectives viz:  

Improve Web page: Social media use such as Facebook to spread 

information about RGSSA.  

Research & Awards - more engagement with Universities and with 

schools and the need to further the community´s knowledge of Geography.  

Our Awards ceremony was held this year in our home, the Mortlock Wing of 

the State Library of South Australia.  Our Patron The Governor of SA, His 

Excellency the Honourable Hieu Van Le AC and Mrs Le attended and presented 

the awards to the top geography students from the 2016 academic year.  A 

summary of the event and award winners appears in this issue. 

Through the Council the Society is working with our editor on the future 

production of SA Geographical Journal.  For some time, the editor has not had a 

good response for articles.  This is because the nature of academic publishing 

has changed quite dramatically over the past several years.  Online publishing is 

now the preferred style of operating, whereby a host site gathers information 

and articles, that are then vetted by editorial prerogative and peer review and 

eventually 'published' on line.  This style of publishing links the information to 

the world wide web search engines and attracts interest from around the world 

on the content and owner authority.  Final modus operandi is still a few months 

away yet!  If anyone has some expertise in online academic publishing we 

would like to hear from you. 

Rod Shearing OAM   President RGSSA 

 

Monthly Lectures ï Assistance needed! 
 

The Program Committee is seeking members to regularly help to set up the 

electronic equipment at each meeting.  This entails audio visual connections 

from our digital projector to our, or the speaker's, laptop and any trouble- 

shooting that may be required.  The onsite amplifier sound system is managed 

by the venue owners. 

Please phone the office 8207 7265 



June/July 2017 Page 7 

Annual Awards Ceremony 

This year the Society’s annual awards ceremony was held in the Mortlock 

Library.  This venue provided a most conducive atmosphere in which to 

celebrate the achievements of the recipients of prizes provided through the 

Lewis Scholarship. 

President Rod Shearing OAM welcomed our Patron, the Honourable Hieu Van 

Le Governor of SA and Mrs Van Le and aide-de-camp Chief Inspector 

Charmaine Peters to the event along with the minister for Sustainability, 

Environment and Conservation, the Hon Ian Hunter MLC representing the 

Premier, Chairman of the Libraries Board of South Australia Mr James Bruce 

AM and Director of the State Library of SA Mr Alan Smith. 

Also present were representatives of the Lewis family, prize winners and their 

families, representatives of our corporate member BHP and Society members. 

Around 85 people attended the event which was very well organised and catered 

for by members of the Society’s Program Committee and other volunteers.   

In his introductory speech Rod reflected on the Society’s aims and its history 

including its affiliation with the State Library commencing with the Society’s 

inception in 1885 and continuing to this day.  The Society’s contemporary 

activities were also highlighted including its role in promoting Geographical 

education of which the awards event was an important part.  

Rod informed guests of the history of the Lewis family and their importance in 

South Australia’s history.  In particular, the role that John and Essington Lewis 

played in assisting to put Australia on the map of economic prosperity through a 

range of community benefits in the mid north region and the establishment of 

BHP. 

The Governor was then called upon to present the John Lewis Awards to the top 

Geographical Studies Students in South Australia for 2016.  The award winners 

were: 
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Award Category Recipient Prize 

South Australian Certificate of 

Education (SACE) Prize 

 

Daniel Subramaniam 

 

Christopher Shaw. 

John Lewis Bronze medal for 

Geography year 12 and one-year 

membership 

The University of Adelaide 

John Lewis Undergraduate 

Prize 

  

John Lewis Prize for Geography 

(Level 1) 

Laura Cattonar 

 

$500, Certificate and one-year 

membership 

John Lewis Prize for Geography 

Level II 

Lauren Gallina 

 

Certificate and two-year 

membership 

John Lewis Prize for Geography 

Level III 

Alexandra Brooking-Carter  

 

Certificate and two-year 

membership 

Flinders University John Lewis 

Undergraduate Prize 

  

John Lewis Prize for Geography 

Level I 

Aiden L Ryan 

 

$500, Certificate and one-year 

membership 

John Lewis Prize for Geography  

Level II  

 

Jacquelyn Wain 

 

Certificate and two-year 

membership 

John Lewis Prize for Geography 

Level III 

Byron J Turner 

 

Certificate and two-year 

membership 

 

 

Silver Medal 

Silver Medals are awarded to a student from each of the Department of 

Geographical and Environmental Studies at Adelaide University and the 

School of the Environment at Flinders University, who has made a 

significant theoretical or empirical contribution to geography through the 

completion of a Masterôs degree or a PhD 

 

 

Flinders University 

 

Dr Nyda Chhinh 

Thesis title "Drought, drought 

vulnerability and adaptation policy in 

Cambodia with reference to the 

farming sector." 

Silver medal and two-year 

membership 

 

 

Adelaide University 

Dr Romy Wasserman 

Thesis Title "Migration between 

South Africa and Australia " 

Silver medal and two-year 

membership 
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Daniel Subramaniam receiving the Lewis 

Bronze Medal (SACE)  

 

 

Christopher Shaw receiving the Lewis 

Bronze Medal (SACE) 

 

Laura Cattonar receiving the John Lewis 

Prize for Geography (Level I) University 

of Adelaide 

 

Lauren Gallina receiving the John Lewis 

Prize for Geography (Level II) University 

of Adelaide 
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Alexandra Brooking-Carter receiving the 

John Lewis Prize for Geography (Level 

III) University of Adelaide 

 

Aiden Ryan receiving the John Lewis 

Prize (Level I) Flinders University 

 

Jacquelyn Wain receiving the John Lewis 

Prize (Level II) Flinders University 

 

 

Byron Turner receiving the John Lewis 

Prize (Level III) Flinders University 
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Assoc Prof Beverly Clarke accepting the 

John Lewis Silver medal (Flinders 

University) on behalf of Dr Nyda Chhinh 

who was overseas 

 

Dr Romy Wasserman receiving the John 

Lewis Silver Medal (Adelaide University) 

Following the award presentations, Bronwyn Lewis presented a bound copy of 

the Proceedings from John Lewis’ time as president of the Society (1913-1920) 

to the Governor.  The Vice Regal party and members of the Lewis family then 

engaged enthusiastically with award winners and other guests before being 

given a tour of the Society’s library. 

 

Mrs Le, His Excellency the Honourable Hieu Van Le AC, Bronwyn Lewis, Tom 

Richardson and Rod Shearing OAM reviewing the John Lewis Proceedings of 1913-20 
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School Student Articles Welcome 

 

The Society is very interested in assessing, editing and publishing in GeoNews, 

well researched senior student articles on the geography and history of South 

Australia, contact our office for more details. 

Our contact details are:  Tel. (08) 82077265 Email admin@rgssa,org.au 

 

Summaries of recent lectures 
 

Thursday 20 April 2017 

Dr Katherine Tuft  

Arid Recovery: Innovation and Conservation 

 

In a presentation that was well received General Manager of Arid Recovery, Dr 

Katherine Tuft, informed our meeting that the not-for-profit organisation had 

recently celebrated twenty years of existence in the Roxby Downs area.  Its 

major stakeholders are BHP Billiton (previously Western Mining Corporation), 

the SA Department for the Environment under its various names and the 

University of Adelaide. 

Arid Recovery of 123 square km is Australia’s largest conservation reserve and 

is surrounded by a semi-arid zone.  Dr Tuft described the area in which 60% of 

the local mammal species have gone as a result of predation by foxes and feral 

cats and by competition for food and shelter by rabbits.  

A virtual fortress comprising a 1.8 m high fence of some 80km of flexible 

chicken wire with a floppy top and mesh foot netting and with electric hotwires 

was constructed.  High eradication efforts were made by volunteers and 

calicivirus also produced a drop in rabbit numbers.  The six compartment area 

includes the dog fence and has differing uses for each zone.  

Over time there have been successful re-introductions of four species – stick 

nest rats, burrowing bettongs, greater bilbies and western barred bandicoots. 

mailto:admin@rgssa,org.au
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Unfortunately, attempts with numbats and woma pythons did not meet with 

success.  However, the plains mouse reintroduced itself under favourable 

climatic conditions. 

Quarterly monitoring by a team of scientists and other researchers, who not only 

look for tracks but also employ no harm trapping methods, results in measuring 

and assessment of health and reproduction status.  Over 200 scientific 

publications have appeared and these indicate how arid ecosystems can be 

restored.  Among lessons learned, researchers now know that bilbies as efficient 

ecosystem engineers, are capable of moving 3 tonnes of soil annually and 

regularly move burrows.  Their effective digging results in increased 

germination and a change in plant growth.  Track counts too have shown that 

burrowing bettong numbers have increased dramatically and their penchant for 

nibbling ruby saltbush has resulted in a decline in stick nest rats through loss of 

their favoured food. 

Our speaker also described the re-introduction of native predators, western 

quolls, into the Flinders Ranges, scat analysis from which has indicated their 

diet comprises native rodents, some bettongs but no bilbies.  They have also 

been breeding successfully.  Kowaris have been introduced on the Moon Plain 

towards Innamincka in the hope of establishing a secure source population. 

Although the state government has made inroads into controlling fox numbers 

through poison baiting and some shooting, feral cats estimated to number from 4 

to 6 million and which eat only live animals in great quantities, are not baited. 

Rabbits have been subject to biocontrol and their declining numbers result also 

in a reduction of cat and fox populations.  A new calicivirus has been introduced 

in the last few months and will keep up the pressure.  A grooming trap which 

targets feral cats through laser sensors and fires a gel containing a toxin which is 

deadly to these fastidious groomers was also described. 

In situ predator training has been instituted to expose the native animals to low 

densities of exotic predators over long periods.  The effect is a process of natural 

selection and adaptation. 

Katherine encouraged us to become involved with Arid Recovery by becoming 

a Friend or volunteer, adopting a native animal or partaking of tours and field 

trips on offer. 
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Thursday 25 May 2017  

Sean Dorney AM  

Why has our former Colony, PNG, disappeared from 

Australiaôs conversation? 

 

It was a familiar distinctive voice to those dedicated listeners over the decades 

of ABC Radio that was heard by our May meeting attendees; the voice of Sean 

Dorney.  A distinguished journalist and a winner of a Walkley award, Sean now 

resident in Queensland, had reported on dramatic events in Papua New Guinea 

and not only was awarded an MBE, but was also deported in 1984 by that 

government. 

The audience viewed a ten minute segment from a documentary Paradise 

Imperfect (2000) indicating how the country had fared since its bloodless 1975 

independence from Australia.  With a population of 5 million and with more 

than 850 language groups, each with their own distinctive culture, nationalism 

represented an elusive concept.  Sean told us that Melanesia is the original 

disposable society with little maintenance or preservation.  Patrol officers, 

backed by native police represented the law in previous times but nothing has 

filled the gap post-independence.  The country proved easier to run under 

autocratic colonial rule than as a democracy. 

Also the author of The Embarrassed Colonialist (Penguin, 2016), our speaker 

argued that while Australia was party to political backstabbing with six recent 

changes of prime ministers, PNG had experienced one change only when 

Somare was overthrown by O’Neill.  Although there was a close connection 

between the two countries in the WW2 period, Sean reminded us that Papua 

New Guineans are outnumbered in Australia by Polynesians and that once 

resident in New Zealand, migrants there can also bring their family members. 

There are similar differences between Melanesian and Polynesian groups in our 

seasonal labour schemes. 

Our speaker thought that whereas the population of PNG has little respect for 

other groups or states, Australians can also be very arrogant.  Pacific Islanders 

do not consider Australia belongs to the region. 
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Questions from the audience covered a broad range of topics.  Sean considered 

that Australia had no interest in antagonising Indonesia over the Irian Jaya 

(West Papua) issue.  He further revealed that crime is a problem in urban areas 

but 60-70% of the population is still in rural areas.  Shortly after emerging from 

a collection of colonies, under the Treaty of Versailles Australia had become 

responsible for the Papua-New Guinea protectorate.  Sean thought Australia had 

achieved results but had not done really well as administrator.  After the post-

Independence creation of provincial governments, money was not always spent 

wisely and corruption had occurred.  Other countries, especially China, have an 

ever growing presence and influence in the region.  Australia is still involved in 

searching for oil and has set up philanthropic work.  All major Australian banks 

are present there. 

As the title of Sean’s address suggests, neighbouring PNG appears to have 

disappeared from Australia’s conversation and been cut loose after 

independence by our successive governments. 

     

Valerie Balagengadaran 

 

Parliament House, Papua New Guinea, Port Moresby 
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Upcoming lectures at St Andrews Parish Centre 
 

Thursday 20 July 2017 5:30pm 

Janis Sheldrick 

Goyder 

Author Dr Janis Sheldrick is a resident of Melbourne but has always been 

strongly attracted to the landscapes of South Australia.  She studied philosophy 

at the University of Melbourne, has a Graduate Diploma in Librarianship, and 

was awarded a PhD by Deakin University in 2000 for work on George Goyder 

and Goyder’s Line.  Working as an independent scholar, she published. Natureôs 

Line: George Goyder, surveyor, environmentalist, visionary in 2016. 

In her Wakefield Press profile Jane shares some of her knowledge on Goyder as 

follows: 

‘Just about everyone who knows of him would be aware of his reputation 

for hard work, determination, and mental and physical toughness, but few 

would now know that according to those who knew him, in private life he 

was a different person.  He had a wide circle of friends and was described 

as charming and as entertaining company – the ideal person to have as a 

companion on a long and tiresome journey – and as possessing a 

‘magnetic’ personality.  He also had a pleasant speaking voice and liked to 

sing Italian arias (when travelling), so he probably had a better than 

average singing voice as well.  This large personal presence must have 

been a useful compensation for a diminutive physical one – he was only 

about 160 centimetres tall (a bit less than five feet four inches, according 

to a descendant).’ 

Jane describes herself as being enthralled by the story of Goyder’s line and the 

history of the ruined houses in South Australia’s North. Jane has been an 

intermittent visitor to South Australia from childhood and the ruined houses 

beyond the Mid-North made a powerful early impression on her but she had no 

idea of the story behind them.  

When Jane finally heard about Goyder’s Line she was literally enthralled and 

was full of questions and couldn’t wait to learn more.  At the outset it struck her 
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as an important story, and the more Jane investigated, the more certain she 

became of this.  It was clearly not just about where not to grow wheat in South 

Australia, but about European settlers encountering a climate, the key 

characteristic of which – rainfall variability – they were entirely unprepared 

even to recognise and name, let alone to adapt to.  What impressed Jane so 

much about Goyder was his unblinkered ability to see what was going on 

around him in the natural environment, to pay close attention to the natural 

world and to learn. 

We look forward to Dr Sheldrick’s lecture and learning more about this 

important figure in our history.  

Thursday 17 August 2017 5:30pm 

Dr Catherine Kemper 

The challenge of conserving whales and dolphins in the 21st 

Century 

Dr Catherine Kemper did her undergraduate studies in Canada and a PhD at 

Macquarie University, Sydney.  The first 20 years of her zoology career were 

devoted to researching small mammal ecology and life history, a topic that led 

her to field work in Malaysia and many parts of Australia.  

In the mid-1980s a major change in research interests resulted in her studying 

marine mammals, particularly cetaceans (whales and dolphins).  The South 

Australian Museum had at that time a small but important collection of marine 

mammal specimens and under her direction the collection has grown from about 

320 to almost 2000 specimens. 

The basis of Catherine's marine mammal research is the specimen collection: 

skeletons, preserved organs, stomach contents, parasites, frozen tissues for toxic 

contaminant and genetic studies, and accompanying data.  Collaboration with 

students and scientists in other fields (e.g. toxicology, forensic science, 

pathology, genetics) is key to the success of the programme. 

The overarching aim of Catherine's research is to contribute to the conservation 

of terrestrial and marine mammal species, and many projects involve data that 

will assist wildlife management.  For example, a study of dolphins that died 



June/July 2017 Page 18 

from entanglement in finfish aquaculture cages resulted in farm methods that 

reduced entanglement rates. 

Catherine has also studied the distribution and abundance of live cetaceans and a 

database of sightings is held at the Museum.  She has been a member of two 

Australian committee that award funding for scientific research, the Sea World 

Research and Rescue Foundation and the Scientific Committee of the Marine 

Mammal Centre.  In 2016 Catherine was named the ‘Unsung Hero of SA 

Science’ at the state launch of National Science Week and has a long and 

distinguished research career into Australian marine mammals and is Senior 

Research Scientist, mammals at the South Australian Museum. 

Dr Kemper will share her extensive knowledge on cetacean biology with us at 

the August lecture meeting. 

Summary of recent meetings of the  

Rare Book Discussion Group  
 

Thursday 27 April 2017 
 

Hans Gnodtke 
 

The contributions of Germans to 19th century Australia 
 

Hans has kindly provided a summary of his presentation as follows:  

We know that the first Europeans to have come to Australia were Dutch or 

Spanish sailors like the legendary navigators Jansz, Hartog, Torres and Abel 

Tasman.  Is it possible, that before any Englishman set foot on Australian soil 

someone from Germany did?  We do not know for certain but it is possible.  

What we can say with certainty is that the skipper of Abel Tasman's flag ship 

Heemskerk was Tjaert Hollmann or Holemans a German naval Officer hired by 

the Dutch East India Company.  Like Tasman he spoke Frisian as his mother 

tongue, an early West-Germanic language still spoken along the North Sea 

Coast between East Holland and South Denmark, close, but quite distinct from 

both, modern Dutch and German (and the closest living relative of the original 

Anglo Saxon vernacular from which modern English developed).  Hollman 

joined Tasman when he first set foot on Tasmanian soil.  That was more than 50 

years before William Dampier visited the Australian West Coast. 
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Since then all British expeditions had some German connections.  James Cook 

on his first voyage had a few German sailors among his crew and some of the 

marines on Admiral Phillips First Fleet were members of Hessian regiments 

“sold” by the Landgrave of Hesse to his royal brother in Law in England to help 

him quell the North American insurrection.  

However, it wasn't until James Cook’s second voyage, that two German 

scientists Reinhold and Georg Forster were hired as naturalists, after Joseph 

Banks declined the Admiralty's invitation to rejoin Captain Cook one more time.  

Among the treasures of the rare book collection are the publications of the 

younger Forster, which immediately earned him fame and recognition.  

However, there was some acrimony following the return of Captain Cook to 

England, mainly because the elder Forster would vehemently oppose any 

attempt to have his draft report edited.  The ensuing anger over who should pay 

for what between the admiralty and the Forsters is reflected in an exchange of 

letters between Lord Sandwich, the Forsters and the Expedition's Astronomer W 

Wales, an original copy of which is retained in the Society's library.  It explains 

why Captain Cook had kindly refused the offer to be again accompanied by a 

scientific team on his third voyage.  Although Cook did not revisit Botany Bay 

during the second voyage, he did make landfall on Norfolk Island, so it is fair to 

say that the Forsters were among the early explorers of Australia. 

During the 18th century ethnic Germans (There would be no Germany until 

1871) made up the second largest ethnic group among the settlers.  They came 

as convicts (already on the First Fleet and like their British fellow sufferers 

transported for petty crime), scientists like CC Ruemker, handpicked by 

Governor Thomas Brisbane to build, equip and operate Paramatta Observatory 

and August Alt who, like the Governor Arthur Phillips was born in London to a 

German Father and his Scottish wife and who would become the city and street 

planner of early Sydney and Parramatta.  Another German trend setter who 

arrived with the first fleet was Philip Schaeffler from Rhine Hesse, the first ever 

vintner who started wine growing in Australia.  Organized German settlement 

started in 1838, when the Prince George, a ship financed by G F Angas, brought 

a shipload of dissenting Prussian Lutherans to South Australia.  They were 

victims of deep divisions within the Lutheran church and had been denigrated 

by their own church elders as politically motivated “rebels” against the King's 

authority and were subsequently subjected to severe administrative repression. 
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Although repression ended after merely 6 years in 1840, more Lutherans came 

to re-join the first Lutheran communities in Australia obviously expecting a 

better life then what their home country could offer.  They settled in the 

Adelaide Hills and the Barossa Valley. Despite all the divisions including 

amongst the Lutherans in Australia, there always remained a close contact with 

missionary societies in Berlin and Dresden and later Leipzig. They sent out from 

early on extraordinary men like Schuermann and Teichelmann who apart from 

their missionary work became also pioneers in aboriginal language studies and 

anthropology.  This was later followed up by the Hermannsburg mission and an 

outstanding achiever was pastor Carl Strehlow, whose anthropological 

pioneering works have only recently been fully acknowledged.  Finally it is 

worth mentioning that it was German Moravian Brothers who were the first 

missionaries starting permanent European settlement in Zion Hill - Moreton Bay 

as early as 1838.   

Mentioning German explorers in Australia will produce a knee-jerk association 

of L. Leichard from Brandenburg.  But there were many more, less known 

explorers of similar calibre.  Several German Australians were instrumental as 

either sponsors or participants in preparing the ill -fated Burke and Wills 

expedition.  Among them Victoria's Chief Botanist von Mueller who favoured 

and pushed Burke over his contestant Warburton to be the leader and it was 

Melbourne Astronomer Niemayer, who successfully pushed his assistant Wills 

to be Burke’s deputy in command.  F Becker joined the expedition as scientist 

and painter and left behind an impressive artistic testimony of this epic 

expedition and finally Wilhelm Brahe, who took the unfortunate decision to 

leave dig tree just hours before the exhausted advance party returned.  However, 

the investigation into the deaths of Burke and Wills cleared his name of any 

wrongdoing. 

This is just a collection of the many Australian Germans who helped shape and 

develop the Australian Colonies.  Many more like Schomburck, Heysen and 

Ulrich Huebbe (the Lawyer who drafted the Torrens Title statute) could be 

mentioned whose contributions can be traced through precious works in the 

societies Rare Books collection.  

Hans Gnodtke 
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Rare Book Discussion Group 

Upcoming sessions 

 

Thursday 27th July  
 

Glen Woodward 
 

The ñbirthò of the City of Adelaide 
 

This session will highlight books and maps in the 

collection that described the concept of the city of 

Adelaide.  We will learn about the planning 

undertaken by Colonel Light to overcome the 

geographical challenges.  The politics of the street 

names will also be discussed. 

 

Thursday 24th August 
 

Frances Williams 
 

Ethiopia, the search for Prester John and exotic Emperors 
 

Maps from16th to 18th centuries suggest that to Europeans of those times 
Ethiopia was more of a concept than a country.  The few adventurers who 
penetrated its formidable highlands were not permitted to leave. 

Efforts by Portuguese Jesuits to convert the Ethiopians for Catholicism ignored 
the fact that they had been Christians since 341 AD.  Later British visitors gave 
accounts of their encounters with some of Ethiopia’s colourful and exotic 
Emperors. 

 

Sessions are held in the RGSSA Library from 10.30am to 12 noon, with some sessions 

repeated in the afternoon.  Bookings are essential through web site or phone.  An entry 

fee applies to non-members. 

 

Please visit our website www.rgssa.org.au 

 

 

 

http://www.rgssa.org.au/
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Book Review 

 

The Struggle for the South Atlantic: The Armada of the Strait, 1581-1584 

Hakluyt Society  

Series Editors Gloria Clifton and Joyce Lorimer 

Edited by Carla Rahn Phillips, 2016 

175pp, Maps, Index 

The Spanish supervised colonisation of Eastern coast of South America, 1581 – 
1584 is the subject of this volume.  

Spain and Portugal were at odds with England over access to the sea lanes and 
riches of South America.  They wanted to secure the largesse from this region 
against the buccaneers such as Francis Drake of England and the local warlords, 
Spaniards and Portuguese descendants who set up bailiwicks and fiefdoms 
along the coasts making transporting of goods difficult at times. 

Captain General Diego Flores de Valdés, known as Flores, was in charge of 23 
ships, 3,500 people including officers, royal officials, sailors, and settlers with 
their families.  The object of the colonisation was to support Portugal, and 
Spain, in the defences of Brazil, Chile and Peru. 

Ships’ officers are named; Iberian manuscripts and other primary and secondary 
sources are listed, including a manuscript purchased by the Huntingdon Library 
in 1999.One of the ‘official’ chroniclers of this expedition was Pedro de Rada, 
who kept copious records of five of the ships owned by the Spanish Crown, but 
he also kept a Relación, a report covering the entire voyage on the geo-politics 
of the reasons for the voyage and the human costs. 

There were two unknown outcomes of this fairly well planned voyage, one was 
the then unknown South Atlantic storm patterns, the other the interpersonal 
relationships amongst those who were in charge of the venture, Flores and 
Pedro Sarmiento de Gamboa (known as Sarmiento), governor designate of the 
colony. 

The book is mainly Rada’s verbatim account, a candid view of European 
colonisation of South America, and details two attempts to leave Europe, turned 
back by weather and incompetent navigation, and several attempts to establish a 
settlement near the Straits of Magellan, and the resulting skirmishes with other 
nations. 

Rod Shearing OAM 
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News of our members 

Thank you to member Terry Kreig for this news of important celebrations in 
Port Lincoln. 

Port Lincoln, which Matthew Flinders sailed into and named in April 1802 
during his "Voyage to Terra Australis" was the setting for the inaugural SALT 
festival. The ten-day festival, highlighting community creativity and innovation, 
also provided some wonderful entertainment for the Southern Eyre Peninsula 
community.  It included a duo piano concert featuring two of Australia's 
foremost pianists, Simon Tedeschi and Kevin Hunt who gave an unforgettable 
performance of a fusion of classical and jazz forms. 

 A choir of about 100 voices, under the direction of composer Rosemary Nairn, 
presented the "Two Captains", a rerun of a celebration held in April 2002 of the 
bi-centenary of Flinders' and Baudin’s exploration and charting of the SA 
coastline. As was the case in 2002, I was the narrator and much of the story was 
taken from Anthony Brown's paper, "Flinders, Baudin and the Unknown Coast."  

The concluding paragraph is an extremely moving document and it re-enforced 
for me the certainty that, like other explorers, they were the real heroes. 
Anthony's concluding paragraph notes that, "Its almost impossible to imagine 
what life was like on those leaky, stinking, overcrowded ships, in total isolation 
from the rest of mankind. Once they left port, Flinders' and Baudins' men 
"vanished trackless into blue immensity,'" their whole world the 100 or so feet 
from stem to stern. In commemorating the Encounter, we celebrate them." 
Indeed, we do. 

 

It was a timely celebration as well 
because a few weeks before, 
Governor Hu unveiled a wonderful 
sculpture of a kneeling Flinders, in 
working clothes and working on a 
chart, with cat Trim on hand. The 
sculpture stands on a compass rose, 
just near the Port Lincoln Civic 
Centre.  

 

 

 

 

Pamela Deverell 
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ETHIOPIA GEOTOUR 2017 

In February this year RGSSA member Frances Williams led a geo tour to 

Ethiopia. A group of eight excited Adelaidians, clutching Frances's book 

"Understanding Ethiopia: Geology and Scenery", were met at Addis Ababa, the 

sprawling capital, by our local tour guide, Solomon Seyoum, and his off-

sider Beza Mulatu.  They and the able driver, Asafa,  accompanied us the whole 

way as we spent 23 days exploring their fascinating country. 

Each day was an exciting new adventure as we were introduced 

to Ethiopia’s vibrant culture, spectacular scenery and geological wonders. 

We started in the National Museum where we gazed in wonder at the famous 

skeleton of 'Lucy' and the even older 'Selam', at 3.3 Ma, the earliest and most 

complete skeleton of a child ever discovered. 

In between viewing 16th century churches in Gondar and 13th century churches 

in Lalibela, we scrambled up and down volcanoes and through scary lava 

tunnels, frolicked in hot water springs and encountered endemic animals on 

spectacular walks in National Parks.  

We non geologists can now casually drop impressive terms such as Quaternary 

sediments, Precambrian migmatite, shield volcanoes, horsts, grabens, blisters, 

dykes and such like into dinner conversations! 

The standard perception of Ethiopia is a country riven by war with Eritrea and 

constantly in the grip of drought and starvation.  Instead, we saw rich fertile 

valleys and encountered friendly, handsome, entrepreneurial people who were 

only too happy to ensure we enjoyed their country, culture and food. 

Their main fare is a hearty, spicy meat, lentil and vegetable stew called wat, 

accompanied by injera, a flat pancake, washed down with their local beer or 

honey mead, tej.  They are also skilled at all forms of Italian food and their 

coffee is to die for. 

We saw so much yet there is so much more to see, so the general consensus is 

that a return trip is needed, preferably sooner than later. 

Pat Venning 
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The tour group at the highest lodge in Africa 

 

St George rock hewn church at Lalibela 

If Patôs report above has inspired you ï there will be another trip to 

Ethiopia in 2018! 
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ETHIOPIA: GEOLOGY, HISTORY AND CULTURE: January/February 

2018 

Following the success of the inaugural geotour to Ethiopia (see Pat’s report 

above) I am planning another for 2018.  It will include the rock-hewn churches 

of Lalibela (sometimes referred to as the eighth wonder of the world), the 

ancient city of Axum (the capital of a great, pre-Roman, empire), the Semien 

Mountains (the highest mountains in Ethiopia – and Ethiopia has some VERY 

high mountains), the northern Rift Valley with fresh lava flows and recent 

volcanoes, the magnificent scenery of the Western Highlands, the gorge of the 

Blue Nile  (sometimes referred to as “the Grand Canyon of Africa”), music and 

dance in local “tej bets” (a sort of Ethiopian tavern), the colourful Ethiopian 

celebration of Timkat, and much more!   

The trip is aimed toward those who enjoy adventure but who are unable or 

unwilling to undergo long treks or camping.  It is conceived rather as a group of 

friends travelling and enjoying an adventure together than as a formal tour, and 

participants will be limited to nine.  We will stay in clean and comfortable 

hotels and lodges, and travel will be by private bus with optional side trips by 

mule, horse or foot.  Provisional dates are January 16th to February 11th 2018. 

The cost will be approximately US$3900 inclusive of all meals, accommodation 

and travel within Ethiopia (but excluding cost of airfare from Adelaide to 

Ethiopia.)  The cost in Aus$ will depend on the prevailing exchange rate. 

If you are interested and would like to have further details about the trip please 

contact me on frances.williams@adelaide.edu.au or phone 0403 153 726, as 

soon as possible as places are limited or at latest by July 20th.   

Frances Williams 

RGSSA member and author of “Understanding Ethiopia: Geology and Scenery” 

(Springer 2016) 

 

New Members  

We extend a warm and cordial welcome to the following new members and 
trust that they will all enjoy a long and rewarding association with the Society. 

Antony and Mary SIMPSON 

Les and Barbara MORROW 

Richard POTTER 

Maria SZABO 

Jiayuan LIANG 

Le Fevre High School 

Charles GREENEKLEE 

mailto:frances.williams@adelaide.edu.au


Flinders Ranges Bush Walks ï Maintenance Program 2017 

All hands welcome for the following session. 

Northern Flinders Ranges  27 July ï 4 

August Italowie, Balcanoona Creek, Monarch 

Mine, Oppaminda-Nudlamutana, Mawson-

Spriggina, Acacia Ridge, Bararranna, 

Terrapinna Tors. Possible 2-3 nights camp at 

Terrapinna during the period.  All other 

accommodation at Balcanoona Shearer's 

Quarters – 600 km north of Adelaide - timing 

and accommodation confirmed 

 

Contact the RGSSA office for updates and more information. 

 

 

Receiving GeoNews by E-mail 

Do we have your correct e-mail address?   

 

Would you like to see all these photos and illustrations in full colour instead of 

black and white?  If so, ask to receive GeoNews by e-mail.  All you have to do is 

to contact the Office admin@rgssa.org.au  and let us know.   

Whenever we use e-mail to communicate with members, many are returned 

from addresses which have changed or are not able to be delivered as the mail 

box is full.  Please inform the Office admin@rgssa.org.au when any of your 

contact details change, particularly your e-mail address, and we suggest you 

monitor its contents on a regular basis!  

Margaret Duggan  - Office Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:admin@rgssa.org.au
mailto:admin@rgssa.org.au
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The Library  

 

The Society’s library was built on the collections acquired by William Silver in 

1905, Thomas Gill, the Society’s first treasurer, in 1923 and a significant 

collection from the estate of Dr Frederick Benham in 1939.  It now numbers 

over 25,000 titles. 

 

Rare books: The library includes 27 books published before 1599.  The oldest 

is a beautifully bound version of Ptolemy’s Geographia (1482) - See ‘York Gate 

Library Centenary Exhibition catalogues (Terra Cognita)’ under Library at 

www.rgssa.org.au 

 

Over 200 manuscripts (listed on website): including three manuscripts of Sir 

Joseph Banks, a number of Australian explorers’ diaries and 18 original George 

French Angas watercolours, including the Rio de Janeiro series. 

 

Over 800 maps: including many early South Australian maps. 

Periodicals (listed on website).  Includes the journals of most Australian 

geographical, historical and royal societies. 

 

Pictorial collection (listed on website): over 2,000 photographs, paintings and 

drawings. 

 

Artefacts/relics collection (listed on website): includes Colonel Light’s 

surveying equipment. 

 

http://www.rgssa.org.au/Library_Overview.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rgssa.org.au/Library_Overview.htm
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         Royal Geographical Society of South Australia Inc. 

Patron 
His Excellency Hieu Van Le AC 
Governor of South Australia 

2017 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 
PLEASE CIRCLE YOUR MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY. 

RENEWAL FEES DUE 1ST JANUARY1 (GST INCLUSIVE) FOR EXISTING MEMBERS: 

Ordinary $78 Family $95 Concession*   $59 

Student**  $33 Institutional $117    Life  P.O.A. 

Corporate $2,300        

NEW MEMBERS FEES (GST INCLUSIVE):  IN FIRST YEAR OF JOINING ONLY: 

Ordinary               $54 Family $65 Concession* $42 

 Student**                $28      

           *   Concession applies to Centrelink Pensioner Cardholders only. 

**  Full time student at school or tertiary institution. Please advise course being undertaken 

To  help ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ will you also consider making a tax deductable donation to 

ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ CǳƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΚ The Royal Geographical Society of South 

Australia Inc. Trust Funds are to commission, support, sponsor, encourage or promote projects or 

other activities, funds, authorities or institutions for scientific study of any or all aspects of geography 

and/or the educational applications or dissemination of the finding thereof.  The funds either provide 

for growth in our geographical Library knowledge and information services; or are applied to more 

general geographical activities and scholarship. 

Please nominate to which Trust your donation or gift is to be applied. Library2 / Lewis Scholarship3  

(please circle one) 

All donations of $2.00 and over are tax deductible (a receipt will be sent to you) 

Yes, I would like to donate to the RGSSA Inc Trusts: 

                     $450 Ä         $550 Ä $650 Ä      Other Ä         $ΧΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΧΧΧ 

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ - The Society is always looking for help4 with (a) 
goverance, (b) collection management, (c) marketing and (d) lecture programs, if you would like to 

volunteer some regular hours to the Society please tick this space [    ] and circle a   b   c  or  d. 
 

                                                           
1 Unless first year of membership was paid after 1st October last year. 

2 Funds provided to the Library Trust fund are generally used to support a number of library activities including repair and conservation of rare books and manuscripts, 

purchase of new books and the like. 
3 Funds provided to the Scholarship Trust fund are applied more generally to scholarship purposes through the Society. 
4 Training is provided. 
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Royal Geographical Society of South Australia Inc. 

To become a member or renew your membership please forward your payment and 
completed form to: 

Royal Geographical Society of SA Inc 

PO Box 3661 Rundle Mall, ADELAIDE  SA  5000; Ph 82077265 

ABN 93 978 549 002 

If a new memberΣ Ƙƻǿ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ wD{{!ΥΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ...ΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ................... 

ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦ.......................................... 

CŀƳƛƭȅ ƴŀƳŜ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ............  LƴƛǘƛŀƭǎΧΧΦΦΦΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΦΦ 

tǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƴŀƳŜ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ........  ¢ƛǘƭŜ ΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ... 

Postal address 
ΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΧΦΧΧΧ...................................... 

ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ........................ tƻǎǘŎƻŘŜΧΧΦΦΦΧ...ΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 

9Ƴŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ   ΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΧΦΦΦΦΦΦ.................................... 

¢ŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΥΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΧhŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴΥ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦ.............................. 

Membership category is circled over leaf 

Membership      $..............:............. 

Trust Funds Donation    $..............:............. 

Total amount payable:               $..............:............. 

PAYMENT METHODS: 

1. Direct deposit into our BankSA Society account;  
BSB: 105-134 Account: 079330640.  Quote name and membership number in the bank transfer 

reference.   

2. Cash ς hand deliver to office only, Tuesday & Thursday am. 

3.   Cheque ς Payment by (enclosed) cheque number: ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 

4.  Credit Card ς      Mastercard  [   ]       Visacard  [   ]  A processing fee of 1.5% applies. 

Card number      _     _     _     _         _     _     _     _         _     _     _     _         _     _     _     _ 

/ŀǊŘ ŜȄǇƛǊȅ ŘŀǘŜ ΧΧΦΦκΧΦΦΦΦΦΦ                               

Name on credit card (please print) 

ΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ.................................... 

{ƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ   ΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ.........    Date              /   /   

Whichever payment method is chosen, it is essential that you send the completed form to the 

Society by  email admin@rgssa.org.au,  Australia Post, or hand deliver 

 

Adelaide South Australia 

mailto:admin@rgssa.org.au
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Sessions are held in the RGSSA Library from 10.30am to 12 noon, and some sessions May be repeated in 

the afternoon.  Bookings are essential.  An entry fee applies to non-members.  Please visit our website 

www.rgssa.org.au 
 

The RGSSA Library is located in the southern end of the Mortlock Wing of the State Library of South 

Australia, North Terrace.  Telephone (08) 8207 7266. 

 

Date Presenter/s Topic 

23rd February 
Dr Gillian Dooley from 

Flinders University 

Matthew Flinders and Sir Joseph 

Banks: The Library at Soho 

Square. 

23rd March 

 

 

Chris Durrant 

(member) 

Shipwrecks, lighthouses and 

lifeboats in Australian Waters 

27th April  Hans Gnodtke 

(member) 

The contribution of Germans to 

19th century Australia 

 

25th May 
Rod Shearing 

(President) 

The Gills at Glen Osmond 

 

22nd June 

 

Wendy Wallace 

(member) 

Early Settlement in Aotearoa (New 

Zealand) 
 

27th July 

 

Glen Woodward 

(member) 
The ñbirthò of the City of Adelaide 

24th August 

 

Frances Williams 

(member) 

Ethiopia, the search for Prester 

John, and exotic Emperors 

28th September 
Sally Hanley 

(member) 

The Chinese People and Australia 

 

26th October 

Chris Birrell and Chris 

Durrant 

(members) 

Europe Unfolding 

23rd November 

 

Various members 

 

Books from the Specials Cabinet 

 

 

 

Rare Book Discussion Group 

2017 Program 

http://www.rgssa.org.au/
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Monthly meetings are held at 5:30pm at St Andrews Parish Centre 43 Church Terrace Walkerville. The car 

park entrance is from Fuller Street off Church Terrace.  Some meetings for 2017 do have alternate times 

and or venues. See the full Program for other activities. Please note that a $10.00 per person fee now 

applies to non-members over 18 years of age. 
Date/Time Speaker Topic/Location 

16th February 
Professor Richard     

Kingsford 

Lake Eyre Basin- 

St Andrews Parish Centre 5.30pm 

16th March 

 
Tony Flaherty 

Shorebird Conservation in the 

Adelaide Region ï 

St Andrews Parish Centre 5:30pm 

20th April  Katherine Tuft 

Annual General Meeting & 

Arid Recovery: Innovation and 

Conservation ï 

St Andrews Parish Centre 5.30pm 

 

22nd May 

 

Annual Awards Ceremony 

by invitation 

Mortlock Wing, State Library of SA 

5.30 pm 

25th May Sean Dorney AM 

Why has our former Colony, PNG, 

disappeared from Australiaôs 

conversation- 

St Andrews Parish Centre 5.30pm 

15th June 

Brock Lecture 

 

Jeff Maynard 

The many Lives of Sir Hubert 

Wilkins – 

St Andrews Parish Centre 5.30pm 

 

20th July 

 

Dr Janis Sheldrick 
Goyder- 

St Andrews Parish Centre 5.30pm 

17th August Dr Catherine Kemper 

The Challenge of conserving 

Whales and Dolphins in the 21st 

Century- 

St Andrews Parish Centre 5.30pm 

21st September Dr Andrew Thomas 

Human Space Flight- 

St Andrews Parish Centre 5.30pm 

This lecture must be booked and is 

for members only, details TBA 

19th October Susan Athure 
The Irish in South Australia- 

St Andrews Parish Centre 5.30pm 

16th November 
Andrew Lothian 

 

Scenic Beauty-Can it be measured 

and Mapped 

St Andrews Parish Centre 5.30pm 

7th December Christmas Dinner 

Naval Army and Airforce Club, 

Hutt St, Adelaide 6.30pm for 

7.00pm 

 

Royal Geographical Society of South Australia (Inc.) 

2017 LECTURE PROGRAM and EVENTS 


